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Majority of Borger Odoorn council against windmills  
By: Bert Jan Brinkman - On June 14, 2013  
 

 
Bomvol Brughuus - (f: RTV Drenthe)  
 

VALTHERMOND - A large majority in Borger-Odoorn council is against the arrival of 
windmills. This became clear last night during the council meeting in the 'Brughuus' in 

Valthermond, which was well attended. Only “Groen Links” turned out to be in favour for 
the Drenthe’s area vision on wind energy. 
 

Many parties criticized the process that has been followed and the passing of the 
population. The lack of support and the lack of clarity about health risks prompted a 

majority to vote against. Nevertheless, it remains to be seen whether Borger-Odoorn will 
be protected from wind turbines. The province Drenthe has declared itself to the 
government to willing to allow 280 megawatts. If that fails, central government will take 

over the coordination and much larger initiatives will be given a chance.  
 

The council meeting had to be interrupted for a short time because a visitor loudly 
expressed his dissatisfaction with the arrangement of the Municipal Executive. When the 

man did not get quiet, mayor Marco Out suspended the meeting for a short time. 
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A few dozen municipalities do not see large wind turbines or 
solar parks in place  
 

 
Heleen Ekker  
editor Climate and Energy  

 
In a few dozen municipalities have passed amendments to prevent the arrival of large 
wind turbines or solar parks or to exclude areas after all. This is evident from an 

inventory by the NOS. 
 

For example, the “Molenlanden” municipal council wants to focus on small windmills of 20 
meters in height instead of on mills that are perhaps ten times as high. The “Montfoort” 

municipal council first wants to get solar panels on as many roofs as possible to prevent 
the landscape from being affected. And the municipal council of “De Ronde Venen” would 
rather invest in wind turbines at sea than allow them on their own territory. 

 
All more than three hundred municipalities are looking at options for sustainable energy. 

For the implementation of the Climate Agreement, the Netherlands has been divided into 
thirty energy regions. The thirty regions in which municipalities work together must all 
draw up a Regional Energy Strategy (RES) before 1 July. To this end, so-called search 

areas have been established everywhere, areas within which wind turbines or large 
numbers of solar panels can be realized in the coming years.  

 
Although it is still uncertain which plans will actually be implemented, concerns are 
growing in several municipalities. Determining search areas makes the impact on the 

landscape more real, and thus the discussion grows. 
 



Many roofs still unused  
In a motion by VVD councilor Frank van Rooijen, the municipality of Montfoort has been 
instructed to first use as many roofs as possible for solar energy. "I myself have solar 

panels on the roof of my terraced house. I use them to generate more energy than I use 
myself. But there are still many unused roofs," says Van Rooijen. "We are talking about 
the roofs of houses, stables, offices, business premises and other buildings, where all 

energy can be generated." 
 

He believes that the government should remove obstacles so that even more people can 
install solar panels. "We are all facing a major change. Nobody is still arguing with dry 
eyes that nothing needs to be done. But for example, a farmer must first invest 

thousands of euros to be able to fill his roof. The government has to do that, so help. 
That's better than destroying the landscape." 

 
Political parties in the municipality of Molenlanden also estimate that there is no support 
for large wind turbines and solar parks. There are already three mills of about a hundred 

meters high, and council members do not like even more and higher mills. An adopted 
motion refers to 300 smaller wind turbines, with a shaft height of 15 meters and a tip 

height of approximately 20 meters. According to experts, 300 such small mills generate 
as much electricity as one large wind turbine. 

 

Keeping money within the municipality  

"We would like to have smaller windmills. There are still plenty of farms that can place 
those small mills. And maybe they can also be placed on industrial sites or on the 

outskirts of a village", says CDA councilor Ad van Rees . "There are 19 villages and 1 city 
within our municipality. Let those centers get to work themselves to become energy 

neutral. This can be done with solar energy and small windmills."  
 
Large wind turbines involve an investment of millions of euros, says Van Rees. "That 

money comes from outside the municipality, and a large part of the profits usually 
disappear from the municipality. We believe that the energy transition should become 

something of our own, and we also want to keep the money here. We think that with that 
smaller mills can work better." 
 

 
Small windmill at farmer Tom Kortleve in Molenlanden Henrik-Willem Hofs 



"Wind turbines at sea not sufficient"  
The national organization of the RESs said in a response that it will only become clear 
after 1 July, when all plans have been submitted, what the consequences of these 

municipalities have been. The Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency will then 
calculate whether the plans of all energy regions are sufficient to achieve the climate 
targets.  

 
The Ministry of Economic Affairs and Climate also sees that there is discussion in many 

places. A campaign will start this weekend to underline the need for sustainable energy. 
In newspapers and on social media people are called on to make their voices heard. In 
addition, the ministry states that in addition to wind turbines at sea or solar panels on 

roofs, sustainable energy on land is also required to achieve the climate goals. 

 

 
                For this story, reports on adopted motions in municipalities were examined  
                in open sources. The nature of the motions differs per municipality. But the  
                agreement is that the city councils are not enthusiastic about the arrival of  
                large windmills or solar parks. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 


